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George Man, Autobiography. Ran- 


dom House. Aug. 1946. 310p. $2.75. 


There particular reason why Catholic should read 
Man, Autobiography, unless his special duty requires 
There are several aspects and parts the book which 
make its general reading contraindicated. 


general, piece with modern secularist and 
writing the subject man and his origins 
and his history. 


The author’s attitude toward religion one indiffer- 
has never been very important man’s 
history done anything useful for man. This position 
false, view from but one angle. 
sates that there has never been religion Man; this 
tue inasmuch all men have not belonged one specific 
but consistently ignores the general manifesta- 
and principles religion all times and all 


Unfortunately, like many other writers recent date, 
the author this book has extremely superficial knowl- 
Christianity, and has never bothered examine 
and reasonable credentials Christ and His 


One wearies, this day and time, the perpetual and 
glibness many writers about Christianity. 
Here “peasant religion” initiated peasant. 
Thank God, the religion the poor and the op- 
but cannot encompassed word like 
There has been too much the cleverness 
derives St. Paul’s martial metaphors from Mithraism, 
that sort thing. There original but fatuous 


example the statement that the Middle Ages were the 
Ages Doubt not Faith, because scholars wrote huge 
tomes theology! 


The author’s philosophy achieves agnosticism concern- 
ing values that renders inhuman. has knowledge 
interest change, asseverates, except exactly and 
merely that—change. Whether the new situation 
better worse, unable Now, man must 
make judgments values, and must have set 
change, its facts, its direction, its meaning. God praised 
that our philosophy affords such reasonable equipment! 


The vitiating flaw this book that the author attempts 
give unified picture man and his history without 
religion, and, course, without Revelation. His picture 
therefore deficient fact and meaning. 


There are points anthropology and history the book 
with which even the least disputatious experts those 
fields would take issue. example: the Romans were 
surely not the unimportant people makes them out 
be, when considered relation occidental culture. 


book this compendious pretension runs the danger 
oversimplification. This book oversimplifies. 


However, found the early chapters—the anthropological 
ones—very well done, the sense that anthropological 
theories and hypotheses are stated simply and adequately. 
professor who wanted capsule presentation would 
find fair one here. would not, however, find himself 
more forward scholarly way, since there are refer- 
ences. 


along 
latter’s 
logical 


The real merit this book its style, hich simple 
and effective. envy the author his style, and his ability 
make abstruse theories simple but not maimed dis- 
torted. The format attractive. comprehensive book 
greatly desiderated. 

Franklin Ewing, 

Fordham University 


McDermott, Thomas. Keeper the Keys. Bruce. 


Aug. 20, 1946. 


The revival papal influence international affairs 
one the most striking features the recent history 
the Catholic Church. Proofs this are the large number 
ambassadors accredited the Holy See, the distin- 
guished visitors the Vatican from every nation and 
walk life, and the front-page publicity given papal 
pronouncements the secular press. not surprising 
therefore that Pius XII has had more biographers during 
his lifetime than any previous pontiff. The Keeper the 
Keys the latest the ever-growing list. 


The opening chapter describes length the conclave 
1939 which Cardinal Pacelli was chosen rule the 
Catholic Church his sixty-third birthday. 
have account his early life with particular emphasis 
upon the three pontiffs (Pius Benedict XV, Pius XI) 
and the three Secretaries State (Rampolla, Merry del 
Val, Gasparri) who exerted such profound influence 
upon his character and career the papal diplomatic 
service. 


The twelve important years that Pacelli spent Germany 
(1917-29) Nuncio the Bavarian government 
Munich and later the newly-formed Republic Berlin 
are given special consideration. Upon the resignation 
Cardinal Gasparri was recalled Rome the new 
Secretary State. The Concordats, which was in- 
strumental negotiating, and his 
throughout Europe and North and South America form 
the subject matter the fourth and fifth chapters. Since 
the author writes principally for American readers 
gives detailed description his trip across the United 
States. 


The remaining pages are naturally concerned with the 
efforts the Holy Father prevent the outbreak war. 
When this proved impossible sought mitigate its 
horrors, relieve the war-sufferers without regard 
race, creed, nationality, and lay the foundations 
just and lasting peace. The book closes with analysis 
the problems facing the Sovereign Pontiff the post- 
war world, and the striking demonstration the unity and 
universality the Church the epoch-making elevation 
men from every part the globe the 
sacred College Cardinals. 


Mr. McDermott writes very simple and pleasing style 
that easily holds the reader’s attention. This was un- 
doubtedly the main reason why his book became the 
August selection the Catholic Literary Foundation. For 
almost all the information about Pius XII which gives 
and Father Doyle, with the exception some interesting 
data the Vatican Information Service during the war, 
and practical application the Pope’s principles for 
peace conditions. 


Stewart McDermott Longstreet 


does not seem fully abreast all the latest 
velopments the present pontificate. For example anc 
enumerating the countries with diplomatic repre 
the Vatican overlooks Finland and Holland. Fran 
surely should have realized that one the most elu 
cant struggles the world today that between Pius who, 
and Stalin for the allegiance the orthodox than 
the Balkans and the Near East. 
The author careless times about historical facts, srt tong 
few proofs must suffice. became whether 
not 1876. Pacelli was appointed Nuncio Mother COL 
1919 not 1927. The famous Cardinal lieve oil 
the time Pius was not layman and married” wanted 

ment that St. Ambrose wrote the Deum and his material 
scription the meeting between Pope Leo and 
the Hun based also asserts that World 
true, then surprising that his name not love 


Canonici, the standard reference work for the literature 
this subject. 

Mr. McDermott guilty digressions which give Caldwell, 
impression “padding”. For example, the mere fact 1946. 


Pius XII canonized some saints hardly calls for 
how persons are beatified and canonized. The sam: 
criticism also applies (a) the manner which 


Priestly 
Lately Evel 


are selected the United States; (b) the history ment 
papal states; (c) the manner which the Bishop Speak 
has been selected down through the centuries. 


Another drawback this the author’s Salvatore 
ness times the use precise terminology. For try parish 
ample, his explanation the Church’s attitude his 
and annulment incorrect. Again speaking about enter Ecuac 


confiscation the papal states 1870 says that delit 
Italian people had “an inalienable right” 
nation—a phrase that certainly very unfortunate. 
attempting clarify encyclical the Mystical indi 
misinterprets the papal doctrine one passage. year old 
would also like the names ‘certain Catholic} himself 
periodicals which recent months have been 
down’ without regard charity complete facts and his del 
founders and leaders Protestantism” and also the 
“certain countries South America” which still conscientiot 
“the totalitarian philosophy that the citizen slave tion becom 
the State the master, depriving him their whim Liberal 
life, liberty, and the pursuit happiness”. the Cat 
worth reading. contains mine valuable informatio the Jesuit 
about the history and the government the Church. facture 
will also help both Catholics and non-Catholics tions 
better acquainted with one the most virile moral mobs, one 


defeated 
Padre 
parochial 


the world today. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Esopus, New York 


Longstreet, Stephen. The Sisters Liked Them 
some. Messner. June, 1946. 256p. $2.50. old canard 
This Stephen Longstreet’s second venture into the 
family history, account his early years the methods 
ning the 20th century when lived with sensibilities. 
and father American smal! town. account} that 
this Stephen’s life but rather child’s-eye the 
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Fran, her sister. 


adult reflection, the daily lives his 
Mother and some their wanted two 


things life—her own way and suitable husband for 
She usually got the first; the 
eluded her and Fran finally married freight 
who, may suspected, was probably 
match than any ever intended Mother. Personal eccen- 
slight but definite, the keynote this book—a 


sort tongue-in-cheek eccentricity—only one never knows 


whether the tongue was Mother’s Stephen’s cheek. 
Mother couldn’t cook—Father did it; Mother did not be- 
oil for the Ford; Mother wanted the vote; Mother 
wanted house. hundred episodes are told and dozen 
relatives are brought into the story. Some the 
eccentric family during the years before the first 
World War. The occurrence, three four occasions, 
profanity and the occasionally suggestive treatment 
love affairs are the only objectionable features. The 
hook suitable for adult readers but has little worth 
recommend it. 


Caldwell, Cy. Speak the Sin Softly. Messner. July, 
1946. 332p. $2.75. 


Priestly characters are becoming commonplace fiction. 
Evelyn Wise, The Light Stars, portrayed 
competent, although not brilliant, fashion the develop- 
ment poor Baltimore parish Father Gregory Lane. 


Speak the Sin Softly this author’s theme also one 


development, this time young Italian priest, Padre 
Salvatore Nicotera, whose assignment the small coun- 
parish Jipijapa the country Ecuador. Early 
his ministry forced subterfuge when told 
enter Ecuador under assumed name; then his arrival 
deliberately dropped into the water native 
carrier. Both incidents are indications Church-state 
which priests were often humiliated pub- 
indicate state dominance religion. his eighty- 
year old colleague Padre Salvatore advised adapt 
himself the Ecuadorean situation, accept without 
question the orders emanating from the Vicar General 
and his delegates. 


Jipijapa the Padre takes his parochial duties 
conscientious fashion. Soon the national political situa- 
tion becomes tense with the imminent return the old 
liberal Don Eligio Venturo. Padre Salvatore called 
the Cathedral city Quito where drawn into 
politics the Vicar General and his wily, hard secretary, 
the Jesuit Padre Ximenes. Padre Salvatore sees the manu- 
facture revolution through Padre Ximenes’ instruc- 
tions Franciscan and Dominican brothers who stir 
mobs, one which responsible for the murder the 
defeated Eligio. Sickened the methods his superiors, 
Padre Salvatore shows his disgust and relegated his 
parochial duties. 


Asa novel about priest Speak the Sin Softly weak and 
dangerous. overemphasizes political relationships the 
Church and, above all, brings major element the 
canard, voiced the Vicar General, that “to labor 
the cause righteousness sometimes needful use 
methods that are repugnant those with finer 
The end, however, fully justifies the means. 

that may rest assured” (p. 234). The portrayal 
the Ecuadorean ecclesiastical leaders conscienceless 


Caldwell 


politicians, served elaborate spy system parochial 
and regular clergy and lay sextons out harmony with 
the facts history and principles Catholicism. Further- 
more, Speak the Sin Softly panders the modern sex- 
obsession type reader having Padre Salvatore 
tempted two women and almost seduced one 
when, according the instructions Padre Ximenes, 
enters house ill-repute civilian attire. Through- 
out the language suggestive. There 
reason recommend the book. 


* 


Bullitt, William The Great Globe Itself. Pre- 
face World Scribner’s. July 15, 1946. 
$2.75. 

easy understand why the Russian press and its 
pink sympathizers Amerca are clamoring for Ambas- 
sador Bullitt’s political scalp. The truth often harsh; 
Mr. Bullitt gives quarter narrates hard, cold facts 
Russian history and presents keen analysis Russian 
strategy and aspirations. His language unequivocal 
his conclusions are sound, while his content epitomizes 
world for the ever enigmatic 
Russia. This volume “must-reading” for every thinking 
citizen and for administration with floundering foreign 
policy. 

“The Soviet Union very great power, and the out- 
standing fact world affairs Soviet Imperialism.” Such 
Mr. Bullitt’s thesis. proceeds dissect that im- 
perialism, tracing historically the contributions the Czars 
and the elements stemming from theory. 
Natural suspicion, dictatorship, exploitation, repression 
and international bullying have been essentials Russian 
history. Deceit and the wil! for world domination have 
assumed new dimensions the touch the communist 
wand. Russian methods and Russian ambitions have 
equalled, not surpassed, Germany’s—a fact copiously 
illustrated Appendix 


The progress communism had been the sole determin- 
ing factor Russian foreign policy; prompted six differ- 
ent phases international dealing from 1917 1946. 
Revolution, quisling agents, force and duplicity have been 
utilized despite solemn treaties and agreements. The pro- 
pagation communism has disturbed Russo-American 
relations during the past decade. This program carry- 
ing the Russian Bear deadly contest with the British 
Lion over the Mediterranean and the Near East, with 
China and the United States over the far Eastern settle- 
ment. The communist creed explains the absorption 
the Baltic States, Poland and the Balkans, Russian ad- 
vances into Central Europe and the Italian Colonies. 
explains too the Russian perverseness San Francisco, 
New York and Paris. case Russia motivated 
political, territorial economic necessity; solely 
support communistic universalism. 


such international grabbing, someone must call halt. 
policy appeasement and the unfortunate Roosevelt 
idealism are not solutions. irapotent United Nations 
Organization wherein Russia holds veto obviously not 
adequate safeguard against aggression. Yet this totali- 
tarian dictatorship, its Nazi precursor, must forcibly 
resisted. War, however, the last resort. Mr. Bullitt’s 
solution eminently practical and, fact, the only hope 
barring Russian Civil War. The United States must 


latest 
cample 

OSt signif 
Christian 

) 


the first place recognize the Soviet strategy and present 
the American citizenry the facts international life. 
The people must acquainted with the complete picture 
ussia and understand exactly how aggression 
with the three traditional American policies: the 
Monroe Doctrine, the theory the Atlantic Community 
and the Open Door China. There substitute for 
educating popular opinion. 


The next step for every American administration un- 
qualified political, economic and diplomatic support all 
democratic and socialistic states who are opposing Russia. 
They must not left alone lest Russia devour all singly. 
They must rather welded into federation demo- 
cratic states, regional grouping permitted the UNO 
Charter, chapter article union can they resist 
Soviet expansion. Our support can speed their recovery 
and elevate their standard living. result the 
federation can lure half-hearted Soviet puppets away from 
their red protector. With the small European nations 
grouped Russia’s western flank, complete support 
Chiang’s Government China must follow. Russia yields 
only organized and forceful resistance 


Finally, our dealings with Russia, strict must 
prevail. Russia and her agents can not claim American 
privileges for the purpose demolishing the American 
government. freedom the press, freedom political 
association, freedom travel are benefits, they should 
enjoyed both parties. This same spirit reciprocity 
should pass beyond the realm domestic affairs and also 
prevail international relations; effective antidote 
pressure politics. 


This volume simple presentation and hence uni- 
versal appeal. and temperate tone, al- 
though replete with explosive charges. deserves the 
warmest reception from the thinking and reading public. 
Joseph Rock, 
Scranton, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kroll, Harry Their Ancient 
Merrill. Aug. 26, 1946. 326p. $2.75. 


the latter half the 19th century there occurred 
sanguinary episode which for some short time had all the 
aspects total war small and private scale. Then 
the borderland Kentucky and West Virginia, 
isolated and hilly region, two families fought most 
primitive fashion and their battle has become famous 
one the latest additions the native American ballad 
—the Hatfield-McCoy feud. For history the story has 
been told but now for fiction Harry Kroll has woven 
into novel and with completely new slant—the story 
being told from the standpoint the women who par- 
ticipated it. 


Throughout the story the McCoys are pictured the 
more peaceable and law-abiding lot and the Hatfields, 
with the notorious “Devil Anse” their head, the 
more brutal and lawless. Just how the feud started 
still somewhat shrouded mystery but before the actual 
outbreak there was sufficient cause for bad blood between 
West Virginia Hatfields and Kentucky 
tions were further strained when budding Rosanna McCoy 
eloped with fitting son the “Devil”, Jonse Hatfield. 
“Devil Anse” stopped the marriage but not before Jonse 


Kroll Laurence 


SELLER 


had got her with child. Public taunts over the affair 
three Rosanna’s brothers knife Jonse’s brother 
the Hatfields captured and shot the three 
sode followed episode until the burned 
McCoy household and killed young girl. final 
taliation and aided Nancy McCoy, who had 
Jonse Hatfield, the McCoys ambushed Hatfield 
killing more than dozen and inflicting such psycho 
logical defeat the survivors that the back the fey 
was broken. 

Mr. kroll has presented with proud, sensitive, 
lated, primitive people, swayed primordial passions 
prone savage brutality. They were people whose 
life was hard and bitter, people that the 


knew law save their own customs and force 
warped evangelical religion which 
nature but little. But his characters remain simply 


acters and despite all their passion succeed portrayin 
themselves only author’s puppets. The two mother 
Sarie McCoy and Levici Hatfield, come closer than 
others realization vital characters. Profanity, 
rape occur frequently and naturalism the 
tone the story. The book suitable for mature 
readers but has little worth recommend 
attention. 


Laurence, William Dawn Over 
Aug. 1946. 274p. $3.00. 


the uncertain dawn July 16, 1945, Mr. William 
Laurence, well known science reporter for the New 
Times, lone newspaperman among expectant 
scientists, engineers and military observers, 
leged observe the first atomic explosion contrived 
man. Ably and dramatically conveys his impression: 
the historical event, which him was the dawn 
new age. Although has real secrets divulge 
Dawn Over Zero, and evidently has drawn some dat: 
from the Smyth report, does present intimate human 
story those who designed the atomic bomb, 
whose responsibility was produce it, and finally 
those who dropped the enemy bring the war to: 
sudden end. The author was allowed visit the atom 
bomb laboratories and factories, witnessing 
the first atom bomb test New Mexico also went 
along the second atomic bomb mission over 


Mr. Laurence traces the historical background 
nuclear fission uranium, the source energy the 
atomic bomb, through the work such scientists 
wick, Fermi, Hahn and Stras anc manv 
basic ideas behind the atomic bomb are 
estingly, with high degree accuracy and 
technical language for the layman who willing 
little effort. The requirements for such bomb 
indicated well general methods which they wer 
attained. 


Zero. 


atomic weight 235, 
atomic 


either the uranium isotope 
plutonium, new element, not found nat 
number 94, which the active material the 
bomb. the 


Ire, 


Both these are mixed with 
more abundant uranium isotope atomic weight 
either the natural state the process production 
and therefore have separated. The author describes 
his visits the separation plants, Oak Ridge, Tenn., and 


Hanford, 
complexity 
From the 
atomic 
necessary 
ins 
give the 
material 
creasing 
the 
betwee 
course, 
are those 
probably 
the 
hefore 
work. 
The 
ne of ato 
believes th 
its milit 
sees 
for the 
ments 


Althou: ah 
“ d 
the 

ociologica 
nor, does 


Weidenre 
versity 
rece 
written 
points 

Natural 
apt refle 
the 
fort, and 
Along 
engage 
Peiping site 
human fos 
nition 

Weidenrei 
the 
The prese 
outline his 
the 
delivered 
talks are 
sequent 
Skull 


Weide 
small ape 
human lin 


4 
ve 


SELLE 


affair 
other 
final 
cho 


‘itive, isa] 
whose 
that 
mother 
than 
ure 


thei 


York 
ivulge 
yme dat: 
thos 
inally 
war 
atom 
Nagasaki. 


The 
inter 
to exert | 
ley V 


SEPTEMBER 1946 


Hanford, Wash., which were fantastic proportions and 
complexity. 
From the author’s point view the basic secrets 
bomb are: the “critical mass” the active 
necessary for atomic explosion; the mechanism 
instantaneous assembly sub-critical masses 
give the critical mass the time the explosion; the 
material the “tamper”, neutron reflector, for in- 
creasing the and reducing the size the bomb. 
the critical mass Mr. Laurence conjectures that 
between one and 100 kilograms (2.2 and 220 
course, indicates that the real secrets the bomb 
are those materials and production processes, which 
probably number the thousands, and conseq 
the author’s opinion that will least few years 
before even major industrial power could duplicate our 
work. 
The author not agree with those who forecast the 
use atomic energy industry the near future; 
that the supply uranium too limited, and 
furthermore, that will too jealously guarded because 
its military significanc used industry. Rather, 
sees the use pile” neutron source 
for the induction radioactivity such common ele- 
ments carbon which can used “tracers” for re- 
biologic processes. 


Although the horror the bomb discussed some 


the concluding chapters, under the heading 
“Arm ageddon” some readers may disappointed see 
that the author not particularly concerned with the 
sociological moral issues the use the atomic bomb; 
nor, does present any views atomic energy control. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
University Scranton, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Weidenreich, Franz. Apes, Giants, and Man. Uni- 
versity Chicago Press. Aug. 1946. 122p. $2.50 


Until recently popular books man 
written the United States followed chiefly the view- 
points Osborn the American Museum 
Natural History. Today such books and articles are more 

apt reflect the opinions Franz Weidenreich, formerly 
the Universities Strass and Frank- 
fort, and now research associate the New York Museum. 
Along with teaching Weidenreich has had the opportunity 
engage considerable research, particul larly the 
Peiping site what appear our most important early 
fossils. Following their discoverv and the recog- 
nition their close resemblance Pithecanthropus, 
Weidenreich proposed rather convincing arrangement 
the chief human fossils. 


The present book represents eidenreich’s attempt 
outline his opinions the physical development man 
the layman’s language. based upon five lectures 
delivered the University California 1945. These 
are viewpoints brought out sub- 
sequent monographs well his large volume The 
Skull Sinanthropus Pekinensis (1943). Helpful charts 
and illustrations are scattered throughout 
Weidenreich’s recent that “giants” rather than 
ape-like creatures may have been ancestral the 


Weidenreich Brahms McCorry 


Teachers and others who have hesitated tackle Weiden- 
reich’s more technical not more expensive books will 
find most this material presented here convenient 
form. reference should very valuable col- 
lege students taking courses sociology, anthropology, 
biology. Any adult reader will enjoy his treatment the 
nature and backgrounds the modern races. Catholics 
who are not too conservative the subject evolution 
will find the paleontological evidence for that hypothesis 
presented scientific way. 

Raymond Murray, C.S.C 

Notre Dame, Indiana 


Brahms, Caryl and Simon. Six Curtains for 
Natasha. Lippincott. Aug. 14, 1946. 256p. $2.50. 
Life the ballet has timbre and rhythm all its own, 
free and footloose the flashing artistry the 
dancers who live it. The authors have captured the spirit 
and the rhythm that life gay little novel, filled 
with gay little emotions which flash and off series 
exaggerated episodes lived group madcaps. The 
are the Stroganoff ballet troupe, the episodes 
extend over generation from Moscow London and 
whom unwittingly reveals all the weaknesses 
professional ballet dancing. The title ties with Vladi- 
mir’s promise his young bride get her six curtain 
appearances when she dances Moscow, promise 
never able keep until keeps one night for the 
daughter long after the mother has left him. Scheming, 
intrigue, pettifogging, jealousy, temperament, sly trickery, 
exaggeration—these are the elements the story but 
usually always gay and amusing. There little point 
retelling the story here since there little tell and 
that little well larded with plethora jaw-breaking 
Russian names. Suffice say that the story frothy 
thing, for entertainment only and suitable for adults alone 
because several slightly suggestive and flippant refer- 
ces matters sexual. 


McCorry, S.J., Vincent Most Worthy All 
Praise. Declan McMullen Co. Sept. 1946. 
189p. 

From the title this book one would expect something 
about the life the virtues the Blessed Virgin, for the 
words “most worthy all praise” are applied her 
well-known hymn the breviary. But instead have 
series essavs the religious life for the particular 
benefit, quote the author, “of the devout and conse- 
crated the feminine sex”. 


Father McCorry does not follow any systematic plan 
the sense that the essays are logically connected, one 
naturally flowing from the other, the articles the 
Summa Theologica Aquinas. has preferred 
write about subjects which, probably from his experience 
and useful for nuns. 


The introductory chapter stresses the importance 
women the earthly Christ and that the 
Church, His Mystical Body. This followed discus- 
sion the true and false notions about religious voca- 
tion, and the reward that God has promised, even this 
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world, those who follow the evangelical counsels. 
then points out how possible reconcile the active 
with the contemplative life, and the mistakes that nuns 
should avoid fostering vocations the religious life. 
The essays that follow are cheerfulness, microphilia 
(exaggerating trifles), self-love, worry, the inevitable con- 
flict religious community between the older and the 
younger members, discouragement, charity, and sufferings. 
The concluding chapter comparison between the life 
nun and that St. Rose Lima. 


epilogue the Blessed Virgin the author states the 
purpose that inspired him write. hoped make 
the Sisters little happier. Maybe ought try make 
them little holier; but man for that.” But the 
reader will soon discover that Father McCorry guilty 
excessive modesty. not only familiar with the age- 
old principles asceticism but applies them skilfully 
religious life the twentieth century. 


What makes this book particularly easy read the 
happy vein humor that runs throughout and also the 
terse sentences that summarize the contents whole 
chapter. Two examples the latter suffice. 
“Idolatry trifles the mark inferior mind.” 
“Useless fear either exaggerated dread the right 
dangers, dread the wrong 


Attention must called, however, statement the 
author the subject vocations. condemns out- 
right the idea “that person obliged follow voca- 
tion under threat eternal damnation”. But should 
have added something about the consequences that follow 
the deliberate rejection certain vocation the re- 
ligious life. For the traditional Catholic doctrine that 
such person deprived the graces that God had 
destined for him religion, and hence extremely 
difficult, though not impossible, for him save his soul. 


While this book was written specifically for nuns, priests 
and male religious will find very useful for their own 
spiritual life. will especially valuable for those who 
give retreats and conferences Sisters, who are charged 
with their spiritual direction. There are many other prac- 
tical problems about life the cloister that the author 
has not treated. But perhaps keeping them for 


second volume. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Esopus, New York 


Osborne, Letitia Through Purple Glass. 
cott. Aug. 1946. 288p. $2.50. 


some the houses facing Boston Common from 
Beacon Hill the panes glass the windows have gradu- 
ally altered color with age until they have acquired 
definite lavender purple tint, thus altering somewhat 
the view the Common for the inhabitants. One 
those houses has been turned into apartment and the 
author has chosen portray the outlooks life the 
people who live therein, series outlooks variously 
colored the development the different 
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She has chosen both native Bostonians and interlopers 
various sorts. 


There are the Strudwicks, domineering and 
Mrs. James B., Jr. and her dominated bachelor son 
B., Mrs. has driven him selfishly into restricted 
life books and stamps. But one day while she awa 
meets the very merry Widow Chisholm, cuddly, man 
serving sort creature, and the consequent 
brings him contentment. Then there are the two 
and impoverished maiden sisters, Nellie and Myra 
the first cheerful, bright, warm, human and loving, the 
second, warped, psychotic, pigeon-killing and sister-hating 
Myra plots unhinge her sister’s mentality 
enjoy their slender resources alone but this she 
finally frustrated Mr. Bartram, native Bostonian, who 
has secluded himself voluntarily from the world 
buried himself books. There also Anne Cameron 
who loves married man and finally gives herself him 
only lose him thereby and cast herself 
despair. Finally there Connie Moran, wholesome teen. 
ager, who Sinatra admirer but nevertheless 
developing child Irish and Yankee ancestry. 
hungers for love and meets youthful sailor who come 
her home for dinner before leaving long 
cruise. She holds him her heart but 
level-headed about her life when her hopes 
crushed. 


Miss Osborne has written fairly competently done nove 
Boston background. humorous and entertaining 
also tragic. Only two objectionable features are 
found: Connie’s father expresses sentiments 
ance concerning differing religions and the morality 
Anne’s affair with David not treat 
wise the book suitable for adults. 
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